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PREFATORY NOTE

THE Mela-raga-malika of Mahz-vaidya-natha Sivan
which first appeared in the pages of the Brahma-vidya,
the Bulletin of the Adyar Library, in keeping with 1its
policy of bringing out rare works on Indian Music,
Arts and Culture, is now issued as a separate volume
for the delectation of lovers of Indian Music and the
discerning public. In doing so, advantage has been
taken to add a life-sketch of the great composer and
an Introduction explanatory of the rationale and
the technique of the Seventy-two Mela-raga-s. Our
thanks are due to Brahma-sri Maha-mahopadhyaya
Dr. U. V. Svami-natha Ayyar Avl., the veteran Tamil
scholar, for his kindness in permitting the use of his
Biography of Maha-vaidya-natha Ayyar in preparing
the life-sketch, and to Dr. P. S. Candra-sekhara
Ayyar for preparing the life-sketch and the Introductory
note at our request.

G. SRINIVASA MURTI,
Hon. Director.



MAHA-VAIDYA-NATHA SIVAN



LIFE OF MAHA-VAIDYA-NATHA AYYAR—
A SHORT SKETCH

THE name of Maha-vaidya-natha Sivan, familiarly
known as Maha-vaidya-natha Ayyar, will remain im-
mortal in the music world of South India. He was a
musical celebrity who lived in the 19th century. His
sweet melodious voice and his musical talents have
been unsurpassed up to the present day.

He was born in the year 1844 in the village of
Vaiyaic-céri in the Tanjore District. He belonged to
a Smarta Dravida Brahmanpa family. His father,
Dorai-svami Ayyar, was himself a musician. His
mother was a descendant of the famous musician, Anai
Ayya. He was the third of four sons. Dorai-svami
Ayyar was an ardent devotee of Siva and he frequently
performed Bhajana-s in the Pranatarti-hara-temple at
Tiruvaiyar. He gave his sons a good religious training.

Maha-vaidya-natha Ayyar and his brother, Rima-
svami Ayyar, received their early musical training from
their father. Both the boys exhibited remarkable
musical talents even at an early stage. They were
educated in Tamil and Samskrt. The father, being
very anxious to give them a sound training in the
technique and art of music, placed them under the



.

Vi

char'gc? of Manambuc-cavadi Venkata-subba Ayvar, a
mu§1c1an of great repute in those days. Thevim;:de
rapid progress under their great Guru. Maha-;-aid\.a_
niiFha Ay?rar, being gifted with a marvellous ﬂex{ble
brother.  Exen.at the sty age of sver, T oy

_ y age of seven, this musical
prodlgy could sing Raga and Pallavi. In spite of his
superior musical talents, he held his brother in great
respect and  they became inseparable.  Rama-svami
Ayyar accompanied Maha-vaidya-natha Ayyar where-
cvver he went and kept Sruti on the Tambura during
musical performances, occasionally helping him with
his voice as well.

Mah@i-vaidya-natha Ayyar became well-versed in
the Samgraha-cada-mani,’ the Samgita-ratnakara and
other treatises on Indian Music. Constant association
with famous musicians also contributed to his becoming
an expert in music.

Mah@-vaidya-natha Ayyar is said to have been a
very handsome man, with a pleasing countenance and
fnir complexion. His manners were very agreeable,
unassuming and polite. He respected elders and
ccholars and always appreciated merit in others. He
was deeply religious and was a staunch devotee of
ivi. Ile performed Puja daily, visited the temple
every evening and never failed to perform hus
m?.uyls:ﬂ s;t?tgzl?tig:;oc;fag;;ect?g:f;;ﬁlgara ?Boat.al-:sa‘?lai %Lbl?shed by the late Vidian

dited the
y nearlu (foremost of the music publishers 1n South India), has e
Sr:f‘:!:‘:tr \:ork vslhich has been published in Nagari characters by the Adyar

Library, The Theosophical Society, Adyar.
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Samdhya-prayers at the proper time. He was a good
conversationalist and had the gift of punning and
playing on words.

He was patronized and honoured by wealthy
people. The fame of his music spread far and wide
and drew large crowds from distant places.

At the age of ten, he went to Puduk-kéttai in
response to the invitation of its then ruler, R&ma-candra
Tondai-man. He sang before a distinguished audience
of hereditary musicians like Subbu Kutti Ayyar and
Subba-raya Ayyar, (two very famous Vipa-players).
The Court was charmed with his divine music and the
Raja of Puduk-kottar rewarded him in appreciation of
his great talents.

He visited Madura next, in his 11th year, and
sang in the temple of Sundares'vara and in private
houses. Honours were showered on him.

Muttu-rama-linga Sg&tu-pati, the R3ja of Ramnad,
a renowned scholar in Tamil and a great musical critic,
then invited Mahz-vaidya-natha Ayyar to his palace.
In response thereto he stayed for three months at the
Ramnad Court. The RZja, in recognition of Maha-
vaidya-natha Ayyar’s scholarship in Tamil, presented
him with a copy of Kanda-puranam. From this time
onwards Mahza-vaidya-natha Ayyar became more inter-
ested in Tamil literature, and studied the Tamil class-
ics under his brother, who was a great Tamil scholar.
A reference to the presentation of this book is made in
Rama-svam: Ayyar’s book, entitled ‘ Maha-vaidya-
natha-vijaya-samgraham .
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He next proceeded to Ettaiya-puram, where the
court-musician at that time was Subba-rama Diksitar.
Here also he was honoured.

He next went to Tinnevelly, where he visited a
number of shrines and held the people spell-bound by
his music. From there he proceeded to Tiruc-cendur,
where he sang his brother's Tamil compositions.

Maha-vaidya-natha Ayyar then paid a visit to
Kallidaik-kuricci in 1865, at the invitation of Subrah-
manya Degikar, the head of the local Mutt, who was a
great patron of literature and music. The Kallidaik-
kuricci Mutt was a branch of the Tiruvavadu-turai Mutt.
On a Guru-puja day Maha-vaidya-natha Ayyar gave a
performance before an assembly of distinguished
musicians like Periya Vaitti and Cinna Vaitti. He
sang the Raga, Cakra-vaka, which was not known to the
musicians at that time. The audience was charmed
with his music, and was curious to know the name of
the Raga. Mahza-vaidya-natha Ayyar then explained
to them that it was an Apurva-raga which had been
dealt with in the Samgraha-ctida-mani. It was then that
Subrahmanya Desikar conferred the title of Maha-
vaidya-natha Ayyar on him and gave him valuable
presents. He was requested by Subrahmanya Desikar
to come and sing before him frequently. From that
time D@&sikar became a patron of Mahz-vaidya-natha
Ayyar, who used to visit Tiruvavadu-turai Mutt every
year on Guru-puja day. It was on one of these
occasions that he met the great Tamil poet, Minaksi-
sundaram Pillai and was introduced to him. He was



ix

also received with honour at Srigéri, Trivandrum and
Mysore. The Maha-raja of Travancore presented him
with P@ja-vessels of silver. The Maha-raja of Mysore
invited him thrice and the court-musicians, Vi3
Subbanna and Sesanna greatly admired his musical
genius. On one occasion he was requested by the late
Sakha-ram Szheb, the Son-in-law of Maha-raja S1vasn
of Tanjore, to set to music the 72-Mela-karta-raga-
malika, which had been composed in Marathi by
Venkata Rao, his court-poet, but which had not
been set to music. Mahza-vaidya-natha Ayyar accorded
to the wishes of Sakha-ram Szaheb, set the Raga-malika
to music and sang it before famous palace-musicians
like Adi-murti Ayyar and won much applause. This
identical Raga-malika, which was composed 1n Samskrt
with a new setting by Mahz-vaidya-natha Ayyar, in
praise of his patron-deity Pranatarti-hara, is now publ-
shed as edited by Brahma-¢'r1 Pandit S. Subrahmanya
Sastrin.

Not only was Maha-vaidya-natha Ayyar a great
musician, but also a Siva-katha-performer, who won the
admiration of the people by his excellent Siva-katha-s.
Being well acquainted with Saivite literature hke
Suta-samhitd, etc., he was able to impress his audience
all the more.

In 1878 he made a pilgrimage to Ramés'varam.
While there he was requested to perform a Hari-katha.
Mahz-vaidya-natha Ayyar who had never performed a
Hari-katha before, readily responded and the people

went in raptures over his performance, wherein he had
B
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utilized the verses of the Kamba-ramayanam for his
songs. Day by day his admirers increased. The
Mahz-raja of Venkata-giri presented him with Rs. 216
and Bhaskara Segtu-pati gave him a monthly allowance
and invited him every year to his Court for the Nava-
ratri festival.

Tiruvaiyar in the Tanjore District was his perma-
nent place of residence. He installed the image of
Nata-raja in his native place of Vaiyaic-céri and to the
worship of that deity he dedicated all the valuable
presents he received.

He was a man of simple habits and led an abste-
mious life. He died on 27th January 1893 at the age
of 49 and even to his last moments he never failed
to remember God. He expired uttering the name Of
Sva.

Among his many pupils Rama-natha-puram
S'ri-mivasa Ayyangar alias Pucci Ayyangar was the most
famous. Three of his pupils are living at present, viz.,
M.R.Ry. Umaiyal-puram Svami-natha Ayyar, M.R.Ry.
Sabhesa Ayyar and M.R.Ry. Palamarnéri Svami-
natha Ayyar.

The most remarkable feature about his music was
that 1t was saturated from beginning to end with
religious fervour, as he was a god-intoxicated man. He
sang his Raga Alapana-s uttering the word Samkaia,
unlike our modern musicians who utter meaningless
jargon. He was perfectly composed while singing,
which was characterized by the absence of gestures
and gesticulations. He never sang for more than an
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hour and a half at a stretch. He had a voice which
never failed him.

He has left behind him an undying fame and his
memory will be cherished for ever by all musicians
and music lovers of South India.

This short biographical sketch has been extracted
from “ the Life of Maha-vaidya-natha Ayyar "’ writtenin
Tamil by Maha-mahopadhyaya Dr. U. V. Svami-natha
Ayyar, an intimate friend of the great musician. Our
thanks are due to the veteran scholar for his kind
permission to utilize his book.



INTRODUCTION

THE following note will enable readers of the Mela-
raga-malika to follow intelligently what 1s dealt with
in the succeeding pages.

South Indian Music is based on the Mela-karta-
rAga Scheme of Govinda. 72 Mela-karta-s or funda-
mental scales have been recognized by our musicians,
for the past three centuries. All the numerous Raga-s,
which we have in current usage, have been derived from
these Mela-karta-s or parent Raga-s as they may be
called.

The Mela-karta-raga-s contain all the seven funda-
mental notes or Sapta-svara-s in the Indian Octave.
It may be asked, how our musicians derived these 72
scales or Mela-karta-s from the combination of the
seven notes. Though we commonly talk only of seven
Svara-s, 1t must be borne in mind that these are
distributed among the twenty-two Sruti-s or music
intervals (of quarter-tones), recognized by the Indian
Octave, which are again reduced, in practical use, to
twelve intervals (of semi-tones), giving rise to the sixteen
Svara-s utilized by Govinda.

The following table illustrates the 16 Svara-s
recognized by Venkata-makhin, the originator of the
72 Mela-karta-s.

1 2 3 4 6 7 8 10 11 12
g v |[R|lg |3 |a &9 |4 ﬁxglg 4
a | fa A ﬁ'{

..
e
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TABLE FROM SAMGITA-SAMPRADAYA-PRADARSINI

FgTRANI®-
& AETAT «IUAH ;
SxarRy
CEEH RECH LEGH q
3. A M FEHEAN: T
. gaafgsl SRR ga4 [T £
3. fxafasfa: ATTERA: ECEIREATH g
9. R @R FEAEN; T
3. guafasfa: SR FIEROETIE far
3. Bcafsf: TreiaR; AR I
3. HeIA: FEASTN; YEHETH; q
. Cafgsfa: FfeasgH: gfaasya: fq
q=H: 9 . q=H; T
9. Ja: e gSAT: gq
3. gaafasly: CINNCERH v fEa: fa
3. ffafshe AedE ECGIREERE g
3. faurg: gariRfasrg: AL EICH q
. geAfEEh: AREfaare; FfefE: fa
3. fdafasfa; Mesferarg: FrhfsaaTR; q
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SARNGA-DEVA’'S 22 S'RUTI-S

FROM SAMGiTA-SAMPRADKYA-PRADARS'INi
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As mentioned above, the notes in current usage
are 16 (or sometimes considered as 12, as the notes f&
and 71, € and fi1, fgand 4, and g and {q occupy the same
frets in the Vina). All musicians recognize 3 varieties
of ﬁ:, T, 9 and f& and 2 varieties of §, As 72 combi-
nations (each contamning the 7 fundamental notes) are
possible in combining these 16 notes, we have 72 Mela-
karta-raga-s or fundamental scales. How are these
combinations possible ?

To make the explanation intelligible, it is con-
venient to adopt the ingenious device of Venkata-
makhin and designate the notes as follows:

The 3 varieties of Ri (ﬁ'), as 7, ff and g in ascending order
. ., Ga (JT), as . firand g ’ .
” , Dha (q),as=a,fyandyg ” .
. ” Ni (ﬁ-l), asdq [Mandg ) "
The2varietiesof Ma (§), as @ and fi ) y

The Octave consists of 2 Tetrachords: the lower
and the higher, the Purvanga and the Uttaranga;
the group Sa Ri Ga DMa forming the Purvanga
or the lower Tetrachord, and the group Pa Dha Ni Sz
forming the Uttaranga or the higher Tetrachord. The
seventy-two Mela-karta-s fall into two big sets, the first
set of thirty-six, using the Ma (#) or the Suddha-
madhyama and the second set of thirty-six, using the Mi
(fg) or the Prati-madhyama.
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Each of these two sets of 36, 1s further divided
into six Cakra-s or groups. Thus we have twelve
Cakra-s of six Mela-karta-s each. In all the Mela-
kart@-s, the notes Sa and Pa are fixed and admit of no
variation. In the first set of 36 Mela-karta-s (the
Parva-mela-raga-s), the notes Sa, Pa and Ma (W), or
the S'uddha-madhyama, admit of no variation. In the
second set, the notes Sa, Pa and Mi (@) or the
Prati-madhyama, are fixed. In all the 12 Cakra-s
(of 6 Mela-karta-s each) the notes that vary are

fi, M, 9 and fA.

The different Mela-karta-s, in each set of 36, arise
from using particular varieties of ﬁ(, T, 9 and .
f and & vary in the lower Tetrachord and 9 and fq

in the higher Tetrachord.

Each of these four notes admits of 3 varieties, to
which special names and abbreviations have been
assigned in the Table of S'ruti-s, given above.

AS PER As PFR
VENKATA- CURRENT
MAKHIN PRrRACTICE

The lower Ri () Ra  Suddha-risaba

The middle Ri  (R) Ri  Catuh-sruti-risabha
The higher Ri () Ru  Sat-sruti-risabha
The lower Ga () Ga  Suddha-gam-dhara
The middle Ga  (7) Gi  Antara-gam-dhara
The higher Ga () Gu  Sadharana-gam-dhira

C
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AS PER AsS PER
VENKATA- CURRENT
MAKHIN PRACTICE

The lower Dha  (¥) Dbha S'uddha-dhaivata
The middle Dha (¥) Dhi Catuh-gruti-dhaivata
The higher Dha (¥) Dhu Sat-sruti-dhaivata
The lower Ni () Na  Suddha-nisada

The middle N1 (fS) Ni  Kaisiki-nisada

The higher Ni  (fA) Nu  Kakali-nisada

The places of all these notes are shown in the
following figure :

A B
a v | fle 9 |fals g |f1]g 4
a | fu)g a | fa|ag

The 3 Ri-s (f%) and the 3 Ga -s () give rise to
the following combinations :

LT ;2. T fr; 3.t 15
4. Ra; 5 Rfr; 6 g
7.%7; 8. % fi1; 9. 51,

Of these 9 combinations, Nos. 4 and 8, ft 1T and

§ i1, are not possible, as both notes occupy the same frets.
No. 7 & 1 is also not admissible, as it would introduce a
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gFaTfa (crooked order) in the 72 Mela-karta-s. Therefore

there are only 6 possible combinations of the only two
varying notes of the Parvanga, Ri (R) and Ga (1), viz. :

(1) T« Ra and Ga
(2) Tfn Ra and Gi
(3) Ty Ra and Gu

4) f’f Riand G1
(5) ftg Ri and Gu
6) g Ru and Gu

Similarly, in the Uttaranga also, there are only 6
possible combinations of Dha (&) and Ni (f4), vez. :

(@) 99 Dha and Na
b) afq Dha and Ni
¢ a3 Dha and Nu
(@) fafa Dhi and N1

(e) &g Dhi and Nu
(f) g9 Dhu and Nu

Any one of the 6 combinations of Ri (R) and Ga
(@), in the Purvanga, might be combined with any one
of the 6 combinations of Dha (¥) and Ni (), in the
Uttaranga. Thus we get 6 X6 or 36 variations of the
Octave or Mela-kartd-s in the Suddha-madhyama set.
Similarly we get another set of 36 Mela-karta-s with the
Prati-madhyama. These 72 Mela-karta-s, for the
purpose of easy remembrance, are arranged in 12 Cakra-s
or groups of 6, with a special name for each Cakra.
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NAMES oF TuE CAKRA-g

I. =g (Indu)
II. a5 (Netra)
ITI.  «fyg (Agni)
IV. 3z (Veda)
V. ao (Bana)
VI. =g (Rtu)
VIL =fy  (Rsi)
VIII. ag (Vasu)
IX. =&n (Brahm3)
X. fe= (Dik)
XI. & (Rudra)
XIL enfzer  (Aditya)

In each Cakra, the 6 Mela-kartz.g are arranged in
a definite order, the same order being preserved 1n all
the Cakra-s. Six special letters are used so as to
indicate the Mela-karta-s in this order, in each Cakra :

o (Pa)—1
g (St)—2 .
- According to the Ka-ta-pa-
a1 (Go)—3 .
. yadi-samkhya. See later for
1 (Bh)—4 this table.
a1 (Ma)—s;
7 (S3)—6

These numbers might be called the Sub-numbers
and the letters, the Mela-karta-letters.
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Ags the Mela-karta-s are arranged in a definite
er, the Cakra-numbers and conventional names g=g,

(Indu, etc.), and the Mela special letters g1, etc.
, etc.), enable us to find out the notes or the
ra-s of the various Mela-karta-s. Here an explana-

is mnecessary as to why geg-a1 (Indu-P3a) etc., have
2 used to indicate the Mela-kartd-s. Samskrt
ers have been in the habit of using mnemonics to
cate numbers.

Indu is used to indicate I, as there 1s only one
moon.

Netra 1s used to indicate 11, as the eyes are two
in number.

Agni 1s used to indicate III, as three kinds of
fire are recognized (Daksina, Ahavaniya and
Garha-patya) in the Samskrt scriptures.

V eda indicates IV, as there are the four Veda-s—
Rc, Yajus, Saman and Atharvan.

Ba@ina indicates V, as the Manmatha-bana-s are
five in number.

Rtu indicates VI, as there are six seasons.

Rsi indicates VII, as the Saptarsi-s are seven in
number.

V asu indicates VIII, as there are eight Vasu-s.

Brahma indicates IX, as there are nine Praja-
pati-s (Brahma-s) recognized in the Purana-s.

Dik indicates X, as there are the eight quarters
as well as up and down.
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Rudra indicates XI, as there are eleven Rudra-s
recognized in the Purana-s.

Aditya indicates XII, as twelve Aditya-s are re-
cognized in the Purana-s.

If one remembers the Cakra-names and the Mela-
letters, it is easy to find out the respective Svara-s of the
various Mela-karta-s. The Cakra-number indicates the
special varieties of the notes, f§ (Ri) and 1 (Ga), of the
particular Mela-karta. The Mela-letter indicates the
special varieties of the notes, ¥ (Dha) and fq (Ni), of
the particular Mela-karta.

The following tables explain as to how to find out
the notes of a Mela-karta.

TABLE OF CAKRA-S—I

(Indu) indicates group T i1 Ra Ga

I &g g
II. 3x (Netra) " ,»  Tfit Ra Gi ;
III. «fy (Agni) ’ s T gRaGu] §
IV. ¥ (Veda) ., RATRI Gi |3
V. am  (Bam) , R gRiGuls
VI. =g (Rtu) " w & 7 RuGuj §
VII. =fy (Rsi) " w T T RaGa) g
VIIL. ag (Vasu) ., T fi1 Ra Gi ‘%
IX. zsm (Brahma) " » T g RaGu §.
X. fm (Dik) , RfRiGi[3
XI. ®  (Rudra) , RgRiGu|f
XIL. e (Aditya) ., ® gRuGu) 3
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Thus if we know the Cakra-number, we know which
?) and Ga (1) and which Ma (#) have to be used.

TaBLE II
1. g1 (P3a) indicates group g 4 Dha Na
2. ¢4 (ST) .. ,, g fg Dha Ni
3. @ (Go) ', », g7 Dha Nu
4. % (Bho) ., f1fy Dhi Ni
5. 71 (M3a) . » fag Dhi Nu
6. 1 (S2) ” » g3 Dhu Nu

If we know the Mela-letters, (or Sub-numbers),
we can infer which g (Dha) and fg (Ni) have to be
used.

For example, if we indicate a Mela-karta as
(ﬂ-‘iﬂ), the notes would be:

H T A 99T 4 or the Svara-s indicated in the
Vina-danda shown above.

The 36 Mela-karta-s of the secondset are practically
the duplicates of the 36 Mela-karta-s of the first set, but

with Mi (f) or the Prati-madhyama in the place of Ma
(8) or the Suddha-madhyama.
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The 72 Mela-karta-s are arranged in a serial order
beginning with (g=g-ut) or the 1st Cakra.

How to find out the Svara-s of a Mela-karta-raga,
1f the Mela-karta-number be known ?

Take, for example, a Mela-karta-number, 65 or
Meca-kalyani. The first thing is to find out the
particular Cakra to which 1t belongs. If we divide the
Mela-karta-number by 6, the quotient represents the
number of the Cakra, if there be no remainder. But if
there be a remainder, the Raga belongs to the next
Cakra. This Mela-karta-number, 65 (Meca-kalyani)
therefore belongs to the 11th Cakra.

The next step 1s to find out the particular subdivision
in the Cakra, to which the Raga belongs (g1, &, etc.).
The remainders 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 represent the subdivisions
i, #, M, ¥ and @l. The number of the Cakra and
the subdivision being thus found, we can infer the
particular varieties of fi, 7, &, {4 to be used. As the
11th Cakra or Rudra uses f, 3y, fa mn the Purvanga,
the notes of the Purvanga are &, f, §, f. The notes
of the Uttaranga are inferred from the remainder
obtained from dividing the serial No. of the Mela-karta
by 6. As the remainder 1s 5 in this case, the vaneties
ol g and fq used are fg and § from the 5th group
indicated by the Mela-letter @ or the 5th subdivision.

Therefore the notes of Meca-kalyan are: 4, f, 3,
fa, , fa, g, 8—SA RI GU MI PA DHI NU SA.

|

fi| @

-~
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How to find out the serial numbers of the 72
Mela-karta-s? The various Mela-karta-raga-s are not
named haphazard by our music-composers. They
are named by words which give a clue to their serial
numbers 1n the table of 72 Mela-karta-s. The first two
syllables of the name give a clue as a rule. It is
necessary for musicians to know the serial numbers,
in order to ascertain which varieties of changeable
notes R, 7, #, g and {9 in the musical scale, have to
be used in the particular Mela-karta. The serial
number is found out as follows. First ascertain the
digits or numbers indicated by the first two syllables
(rather the consonants) in the name of the Mela-karta-
raga, with the help of the Ka-ta-pa-yad: table given
below.

KA-TA-PA-YADI FORMULA

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0
& c) a g T =i g S H =
[ ) S g a d g g g q
q % G e q

T T ® g e | q g
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' ,'.[’his formula takes its name from the initial letters
Nt T b and Ya (g2 7) of the four groups in which
the Samskrt alphabetical letters are arranged.

Fach letter in the table corresponds to the digit

' the top of the respective column, The first letter
moeach hine o rresponds to 1, the second letter to
o the thuad to 3 and so on, up to the tenth letter (which
vortespomds to 0). In finding the serial number, we
utilie the irst two syllables of the name of the Mela-karta.
The first «ulable (rather consonant) corresponds to the
untte and the second syllable (rather consonant) to the
tenss Atter noting the numbers corresponding to the
st two syllibles, we reverse the digits, as we write the
tens first. It the serial number be known, the particular
Svart s o he employed are easily found out by dividing
the hpure by b and noting the quotient and the remainder.

A ditticulty arises when we apply the formula in
the case of a4 Meli-raga with a Samyuktaksara (conjunct
comsannant) oceuring in the first two syllables of its name.

In the case of the following Raga-s of Govinda's
Scheme s (@) Rotnangi, (b) Surya-kanta, (¢) Jham-kara-
dhvam, () Gangeya-bhusani, (e) Sad-vidha-margini,
1} Shan-mukha-priya, (g) Dharma-vati, and (4) Kanta-
miant, the second component of the conjunct consonant
anly is taken into consideration, which is in accordance
m!i: the rule. J3ut in (@) Cakra-vika, (b) Divya-mani, (c)
Viwvage-bhiar, (d) Syiimalingi, (e) Simhend.ra-madhya-
e, (f) Citrambary, and () jyotih-sva—rﬁplf}T, the ﬁrst
component of the conjunct consonant is taken 1nto
consideration, which is against the rule.
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FOREWORD

THE Mela-raga-malika, the first composition of its
kind, by the celebrated Maha-vaidya-natha S'ivan,
popularly known as Maha-vaidya-natha Ayyar, exqui-
sitely exhibiting the essential characteristics of the re-
cognized Seventy-two Mela-raga-s, is presented in these
pages 1n a form which, it is hoped, will be most welcome
to lovers of Music in all India. The system of Mela-s,
Kanakangi to Rasika-priya, expounded by Govinda-
carya in his Samgraha-cida-mani forms the basis of
this composition, which, in Samskrt, is as sweet in
diction as the melody which it contains, reflecting
as it does, the true devotion of the author to Lord
Pranatarti-hara.

As originally designed by the great composer,
the Pallava (“burden”) of the song consisted of four
lines of composition and four ines of corresponding
Cittai-svara-s with Jati and in the later portion, each
Raga was represented by two lines of composition and
a single line of Cittai-svara-s to match. His brother,
Rama-svami Sivan, himself a great musician and com-
poser, at a later stage, added to the Cittai-svara portion
one more line, with a view to bring them in a line with
the Pallava portion, making the first half of the added

E



XXX1V

line merge with the preceding Raga and the second
half merge with the succeeding Raga.

The Seventy-two main Raga-s indicated in the
work have been assembled into six groups of two
Cakra-s each, the refrain of the song coming in every
time before a fresh group is reached. Further, the
nomenclature adopted, not only indicates the name of
the Raga, but also involves a device, whereby the
number of the Raga in the Mela could be ascertained
with the help of the Ka-fa-pa-yadi system of computa-
tion, the consonants of the first two syllables of the name
indicating the units and tens respectively. 'When con-
junct consonants occur 1n either of the two syllables, it is
usually the consonant immediately preceding the vowel
that is taken into account. There are, however, a few
exceptions, wheremn the first has to serve the purpose;
these are printed with an asterisk prefixed to the name.

The editor takes this opportunity of expressing
his heartfelt thanks to Messrs. Gayaka-giro-mani
P. R. Svami-natha Ayyar and Vidvan T. S. Sabhesa
Ayyar, two of the pupils of the famous composer, to
the former for his courtesy in making the original
correct version of the work available, and to the latter,
who holds the copy-right of a Telugu edition of this
work, for the permission which he has accorded for
bringing out this correct version in Deva-nagari with
English transliteration.

S. SUBRAHMANYA SASTRI
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